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SURGICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS AND OPERATIVE 
SURGERY. 

38. On the Use of Nitrate of Silver in the Cure of Erysipelas. —Mr. Higginbottom 
lias found that, if tho nitrato of silver be applied early, it subdues local inflamma¬ 
tion and irritation, if we employ, at tho same timo, the most efficient means for 
regulating the digostive organs. 

At an early period of his practice, in slight cases of erysipelas, ho used constitu¬ 
tional remedies alono, hoping that tho inflammation would linvo been arrested: 
but, having been so often disappointed, ho now uses both local and constitutional 
remedies simultaneously, and especially tho nitrato of silver. Even in mild cases 
of erysipelas, in which ho did not apply tho nitrato of silver, ho found tho disease 
very long in duration, and obsorved that tho patients had sometimes numerous 
small abscesses requiring the use of tho lancet, which might liavo boon prevented 
altogether by the early application of tho nitrate of silver. 

The objections ho formerly ontertained to tho very early application of tho 
nitrate of silver, were tho pain and inconvcnieneo attending tho discoloration of 
tho part on which it is applied, which remains for a week or more; but these 
objections aro trifling compared with tho continued severity of the disease, if per¬ 
mitted to run its usual course, particularly on tho head, in which there is also 
great danger of inflammation of tho membranes of the brain and of sorous effu¬ 
sion. Ho has found that, when tho inflammation has been subdued by an early 
use of tho nitrato of silver, the constitutional symptoms woro immediately relioved: 
tho constitutional disluibanco is directly aggravated by the least increaso of local 
inflammation, and in a few hours, after a decided application of tho nitrate of sil¬ 
ver, tho inflammation is arrested and gradually subdued, and with it tho constitu¬ 
tional symptoms ceaso. 

Even in idiopathio erysipelas, thero is no period of tho disoaso when ho would 
not apply the nitrate of silver. lie has never in any cases seen metastasis, or any 
other bad effect from tho uso of this important remedy. 

When it is necessary to apply tho nitrate of silver ovor an cxlensivo surfaeo, as 
in erysipelas, he has for soino years used tho concentrated solution in tho manner 
proposed by Mr. John Gooch, surgeon R. N., in a pnper published in tho Lancd 
of September 15th, 1832, entitled “ Practical Remarks on Erysipelas ns it appeared 
on board his Majesty’s ship Prince Urgent.” Tho strength of the solution is not 
given in this paper; ho prescribes it in tho following manner: R.—Argcnti tii- 
Iralis, scr. iv: Acidi nitrici, git. vj; Aqme destillatrc, dr. iv. 

In orysipofas of tho faco, when it ! s spreading on tho forehead, or at all on the 
scalp, tho head should bo shaved as early as possiblo, in order that wo may trace 
tho extent of tho inflammation on tho scalp, which often can only bo delected by 
pain, or by an (edema being felt on pressure with the finger. The affected part 
should be well washed with soap and water to removo any oily Bubslance from the 
skin, and afterwards with puro water, to wash away any particlo of soap remain¬ 
ing. The concentrated solution may then bo applied several times on tho inflamed 
putt, and for two or threo inches beyond the inflamed margin on tho healthy skin. 
It requires to be applied very freely all over tho scalp, where it scarcoly or nover 
produces vesication. 

In about twelve hours it will bo seen if tho solution 1ms been well applied. If 
any inflamed spot bo unaffected by it. it must bo immediately re-applied to it. 
Sometimes even after the most decided application of tho nitrato of silver the 
inflammation may spread, but it is then generally much less severe, and it is 
eventually checked by tho repeated application of this romedy. lie has in some 
cases of traumatic erysipelas, found tho inflammation spread more severely and 
more rapidly than in tho idiopathic, but by tho free repeated application of the 
nitrate of silver, it has at length been subdued. 

The great obstacle to tho general and free uso of tho nitrato of silver, even at 
tho present day, appoars to arise from tho impression on the minds of many sur¬ 
geons that it is a caustic—a destructive agent. If they could be divested of that 
idea, and nso it as freely as they would a common blister of canllinridcs, their 
fears would soon subside, from repeatedly observing tho safely of tho application, 
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and also its beneficial effects. Mr. II. considers it a safer remedy than cantha- 
ridos, us it may bo applied freely over a snrfaco, even where very active inflam¬ 
mation exists, or whore there is an extensive surface denuded of its cutielo. This 
remedy lias also the advantage of not affecting the bladder, or producing strangury. 

Tho nitrate of silver is not a caustic in any sense of the word. It subdues in¬ 
flammation, and induces resolution and tho healing process. It preserves, and 
does not destroy, tho part to which it is applied. If we comparo a caustic, as the 
hydrate of polassa, with tho nitrate of silver, wo find that tho hydrate of potassa 
destroys and induces a slough and the ulcerativo process; but if we touch a part 
with tho nitrate of silver, tho eschar remains for a time, and then falls off, leaving 
tho subjacent parts healed. 

If an ulcerated eurfaco secreting pus bo touched by the nitrate of silver, the 
succeeding discharge is immediately converted into lymph: it is the properly of 
tho hydrate of potassa, on tho contrary, to indneo not only ulceration but suppu¬ 
ration. In short, tho peculiar properties of tho nitrate of silver have long been 
kept unknown to us by tho designation of lunar caustic, affording the most strik¬ 
ing instance of tho influence of a term, or of a classification, upon tho human 
mind. The nitrato of silver and the hydrate of potassa (as indeed all caustics) 
are as tho polos to each other; tho first preserves, the second destroys; the first 
induces cicatrization, tho second ulceration.— Head at the 1‘rov. Med. and Surg. 
Assoc., Aug. 4th, 1847, frorp Month Journ. of Med. Science , Oct. 1847. 

39. Axillary Aneurism—Ligature of Subclavian Artery — cure, liy James Svme, 
Esq. (Month. Journ. of Med. Science, Oct. 1847.)—Tho subject of this case was a 
gentleman, 34 years of ago, who applied to Mr. Symo, July 25lh, with an axillary 
aneurism of tho right side. The aneurism was of largo size, filling the axilla, arid 
pressing forward the pectoral muscle, so ns to be distinctly perceptible through 
tho clodies. Tho pationt stated, that about sixteen years ago ho had fallen down 
a stair, and, by an involuntary effort to save himself, had seized tho railing with 
his right hand, and consequently sustained a very severe wrench of the limb. 
With exception of some pain, and tho ordinary uneasiness attending sucb an in¬ 
jury, ho had not afterwards suffered any noticeable inconvenience further than an 
occasional difference of teinporaturo in tho hands, until about ten mouths ago, 
when ho began to suffer from pain in the little and ring fingers, which gradually 
bccn.mo almost constant and extremely distressing. More lately, tho axillary 
tumour had attracted attention; and on tho 29lh, with the assistance of Drs. Duncan 
and Mackenzie, Mr. S. tied the subclavian artory, where it emerges from tho 
scaionus anticus, by a single silk ligature, drawn with all tho tightness in his 
powor. No inconvenience whatovor was experienced—tho ligature separated on 
tho fifteenth day, and tho patient at the end of another fortnight returned home, 
perfectly free from pain, and with hardly any perceptible remnant of the tumour. 

In performing tho operation, Mr. S. made an incision along the clavicle, so as 
to extend ovor tho edges of the sterno-mastoid and trapezius muscles, and another 
from tho ccntro of this upwards, parallel with the edgo of the latter muscle. Tho 
dissection was conducted entirely by tho knife and forceps, The needle was 
passed under tho artery, with its convexity upwards, and the ligature was tied by 
tho unaided effort of tho fingers. It has been advised to pass the needle with its 
convexity downwards, or towards tho clavicle, with n view to protect the vein 
from injury. But this vessel is not at all in the way, while the cervical nerves 
aro so situated in regnrd to tho artory, ns in general to render it nearly, if not quite, 
impossible to convey the ligature from below upwards. It lias also been advised 
to omploy tho assistance of some mechanical contrivance for tightening the knot. 
But Mr. 8. feels persuaded that tho thread will always be within reach of the 
fingers, and may bo moro safely tied by thorn simply, than with the intervention 
of any instrument. 

40. Ligature of llic Common Iliac Artery for Inguinal Aneurism. By lV)i. Lyon, 
Esq., Surgeon to Royal Infirmary, Glasgow. (Month. Journ. of Med. Sci., Oct. 1847. 
—Tho subject of this caso was a man 53 years of age, tall, corpulent, relaxed, and 
in general, enjoying good health. Tho tumour was of the size of an expanded and 
arched hand, oxtending for three inches below, and rather further above l’oupart’s 



